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QDOMPLAINT

1. Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington ("CREW"), Anne
Weismann, and Wayne Jerry Phillips bring this complaist before the Federal Election
Commission ("FEC") seeking an immediate investigation and enforcement action against
U.S. Dry Cleaning Corporation, David Vitter, and David Vitter for U.S. Senate for direct
and serious violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act ("FECA").

Complainants !

2. Complsinant CREW is a non-profit corporation, organized under section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. CREW is committed to protecting the right of
citizens to be informed sbout e activities of gevepnment officials amd ¥ cusuring the
integrity of gmrmmment officiale CREW in dedicated to emxpowesing citizens to hms
an iafiusatial voic: in govamnmant devisisus an in the governmental deaision-ruaking
precess. CREW uses a comhination of research, litigatian, ard advocacy to advancs its E
missian.

3. Infurtherance of its mission, CREW sceks to expose uncthical and illegal '
conduct of those involved in government. One way CREW does this is by educating !
citizens regarding the integrity of the electoral process and our system of government. '
Toward this end, CREW monitrs the campaign finance activities of those who run for
federal office amd jpubHcizes fliose who violate federal campaign finance laws. Through .
its website, puwes Telmsus, and other mwthods of distribution, CRBW also files complaints,
with the FEC wshan it discevers violiiona of i FECA. Puiiiizing camsin: finmce
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violators and filing complaints with the FEC serves CREW's mission of keeping the
public informed about individuals and entities who violate campaign finance laws and
deterring future violations of campaign finance law.

4.  Inorder to assess whether an individual, candidate, political committee, or
other regulated entity §s complping with fedizal campaign finanee larv, CREW meds
the finfarmation sumtaitas] in rurcipts and dishevsermonis rogosts thet politral asmmittees
must file pursusnt to the FECA, 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(2); 11 CFR. § 104.1. CREW ia
hindered in its programmatic activity when an individual, candidate, political
committee, or other regulated entity fails to disclose campaign finance information in
reports of receipts and disbursements required by the FECA.

5. CREW maiixs et fse FEC's proper athninistratinn of the FECA's reporting
requirements because the FECA-mandated reports of receipts and disbursements are the
only source of information CREW can use to determine if a candidate, political
commitiee, or cther regulatex entity is complyitsg with the FECA. The proper
administintion of the FECA's myarting requinesiomts inmlicdes mantinting that nil repas
of receipts and disbumements requirad iry the FECA are propesly and timely filnd with
the FEC. CREW is hindered in its programmatic activity when the FEC fails to properly
administer the FECA's reporting requirements.

6.  Cemplainaft Anve Weismmamn is the chief counsel of Citizens fér
Respoauibility aed Ethics in Wasitinglos, a eitiisen of the United States, and a registered
voter and resident of the state of Maryland. As a registered voter, Ms. Weismann is
entitled to receive information contained in reports of receipts and disbursements
required by the FECA, 2 U.8.C. § 43Ke)(2); 11 CF.R. § 104.1. Ms, Weismar
hanped wism & omxdsliowe, priitiodl committes, or other rvgulatid aimity fuils to repost
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campaign finance activity as required by the FECA. See FEC v. Akins, 524 U S. 11,
19 (1998), quoting Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 66-67 (1976) (political committees
must disclose contributors and disbursements to help voters understand who provides
which candidates with financial support). Ms. Weismann is further harmed when the
FEC fhils to properly administér the FECA's reporting requirements, limiting ker
ability to review cumpaign finenee information.

7. Complainant Wayne Jarry Phillips is a citizen of the United States and a
registered voter and resident of the state of Louisiann As a registered voler, Mr.
Phillips is entitled to receive information contained in reparts of receipts and
disbursements required by the FECA, 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(2); 11 C.F.R. § 104.1. Mr.
Phillips is harmed when a candidate, political committee, or other regulated entity fails
to report campaign finance activity as required by the FECA. See FEC v. Akins, 524
U.S. at 19 (citation omitted). Mr. Philips is further harmed when the FEC fails to
properly administer the FECA's reporting requirements, limiting his ability to review

Respondents

8.  U.S. Dry Cleaning Corporation is a Delaware corporation with its principal
place of business in California. David Vitter is a United States Senator representing the
State of Louisiana. David Vitter for U.S. Senate is a political committee and the principal
campaign committee of David Vitter.

Factual Allegations

9.  On August 20, 2009, four officers/employees of U.S. Dry Cleaning
Corporation, and their spouses, contributed a total of $38,400 to David Vitter for U.S.
sm .
Name Title Date Amognt
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Robert Y. Lee President/CEO 8/20/2009 $4,800

Regina Lee Homemaker 8/20/2009 $4,800
Tim Denari Chief Financial Officer /202009 $4,800
Mary Denari Homemaker 8/20/2009 $4,800
RiseChautlieni  Director of Acquisitions  8/20/2009 $4,800
Donma Choieami  Homesmaker 8120/2009 $4,800
- Jamat Ogbe Directos of Einance 8/20/2009 $4,800
CymetriaOgbe  Homamaker 8/20/2009 $4,800

Sec David Vitter for U.S. Senate, Amended October 15® Quarterly Report (Jan. 28, 2010)
(attached as Exhibit A).

10.  Jamal Ogbe, the former Director of Finance for U.S. Dry Cleaning
Corporation, told the New Orleans Times-Picayune that “the company was facing
financial difficulties in 2009 and hoped that Vitter would help the firm gain access to
federal stimulus financing or Small Business Administration Assistance. Ogbe said he

Orleans Times-Picayune (Apr. 8, 2010) (emphasis added) (attachiul as Exhibit B).

11.  Corporate conduit contribution schemes like the one descnibed by Mr. Ogbe
rarely involve a single employee. Investigations of such schemes typically uncover a
long-standing corporate practice of knowingly and willfully violating multiple provisions
of FECA and FEC regulations in order to curry favor with federal officials and obtain an
unfair advantage over competitors. See, e.g., MUR 5903 (PBSJ Corporation) (federal
contractor utilized an institutionalized pattern of corporate reimbursement of federal
campaign contributions over nearly two decades to attempt to influence the awarding of
fedéral contracts); MUR 5666 (MZM, Inc.) (CEO devised and carried out over a three-
year murind a scheme to seirelinzas evenpany ensplovees o their spouses fir $78,000 in
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illegal campaign contributions to two members of the House of Representatives in an
effort to obtain federal funding for the corporation).

12.  Here, given Mr. Ogbe’s admission, it appears U.S. Dry Cleaning
Corporation reimbursed four of its employees and their spouses for $38,400 in
contfibutions to David Vitter for U.S. Senate in an &ffort to obtain Sermtor Vitter’s
assishince i ebtaining federal stimulus funds.

COUNT1

13.  FECA and FEC regulations both puhibit the making of a contribution in
the name of & person other than the true source of the contribution. 2 US.C.. § 441f; 11
C.F.R. § 110.4(b)(1)0).

14, By reimbursing employees for contributions made to David Vitter for U.S.
Seante, U.S. Dry Cleaning Corporation violated 2 U.S.C. § 441fand 11 CF.R.
§ 110.4®X1)().
COUNT ¥
1S. FECA and FEC regulations both prohibit corporations from making
contributions in connection with any federal elestion, inchuding elections for the U.S.
Senate. 2 US.C. § 441b(a) and 11 CF.R. § 114.2(s).
16. By reimbursing employees with corporate funds for contributions made to
David Vitter for U.S. Senate, U.S. Dry Cleaning violated both 2 U.S.C. § 441b(s) and 11
CFR § 114.2(s).
COUNT I
17.  FECA and FEC regulations both prohibit a candidate or political committee
from knowingly accepting or receiving a contribution from a corporation. 2 U.S.C. §
a41ba); 11 CFR. § 114.2(d).
18. By acoepting contributions from U.S. Dry Cleaning Corperation, David

5
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and/or David Vitter for U.S. Senate may have violated both 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a) and 11
CFR. § 1142(d).

CONCLUSION

WHEREFORE, Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, Anne
Weismann, and Wzyne Jesvy Pltillips request that the Federal Election Cemmission
condwat an investigation indo these allegations, denlere the respstademts 89 have
vialatad the Federal Election Campaign Aci and applicable FEC regulatiors, and
impose sanctions appropriate to these violations and take such further scsion as may he
appropriate, including referring this case to the U.S. Department of Justice for criminal
proscecution of any violations of 2 U.S.C. §§ 441b(a) & 4411,
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Verification
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington and Anne Weismann hereby verify
MﬂnmmMcmthemMCmphm“.uponufonMMMbelwﬂm

Swom pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1001,

Anne Weismann

Swomn and subscribed before me this 21* day of April, 2010.

Notary Public é;; ' dl
Lisa Drew

District of Columbis, Notary Public
My Commission Expires
July 31, 2014

Jistrict of Columbla: 88

Swom to and
the 2] dey of Fipass. Tiore macn
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Sen. David Vittez cleans up with donations from dry clezning execatives Page 1 of 2

Bverything New Orieans

Sen. David Vitter cleans up with donations from dry cleaning
exacutives

By Bruce Alpert, Times-Picayune
April 08, 2010, 7:12PM

During a West Coast fund-raiser last summer, four officials with a California dry cleaning company and three
of their spouses donated $33,000 to Sen. David Vittar's re-election campaign.

Tive day before, Los Argeles attornuy Duvid Sblutehik. who provided mora Wvan $10C,000 It Irancing for
the fi'm, US Dry Cleaning Corp., gave Vitter's campeign $1,000.

WiRe multiple camipaign comributions Nom executives at the sasme firm are
common In national politics, generally they are made In support of a candidate
from the company's home state or for 8 member with Influence over issues
impartant to tha firm's battam kos. Thera are na such abuigus links o the
Louisiana Republlizan and the dry claaning business.

Jamal Oybe, who was US Dry Clearimg's direttor of finance at the thne of the
fuidreiser, saml the company was factng finsnclal dMMcultes in 2009 and
hopnil ¥eit Vitstr woulll lieip the firm gain sesess to fUliise! stimulus financing
or Smaf Business Administration Assistance. Ogbe said he was eventually
reimbicsed by his sanplener for his $4,800 contulisiien. Seduss! camgRign
finanes kuy prohihis naimbussament far such contrikutians.

Vitter, who opposed President Barnck Obama's $787 billion stimalus bill,
would seem an odd choite to try to gain fedesal financing from a Cemocratic
administration, aithough ha does sit on the Senate Small Business Committes.

Vitter campaign spokesman Luke Bolar said *Neither Sen. Vitter nor his office
ever inude a revpnust on bamelt &F BhiX company, SR he believes that If the
compumy Visiatod Cumpaizu Nauante iaws they sheull be prssaanted 50 the il esient of the law.”

Some dry cleaning firms have urged the Environmental Protection Agency to siow efforts to phase out the '
chamical paschiornethylene, .iisad by many, but nut all s tha industry. Theaa hsse baen no public statements
by the sensior about perchisrosthylens, but ha has calied en thn EPA nat ta aver-reguiste the chemical -
Iindustry, whnich has a larga presence in Louisiana.

On March 4, USDrydunln' filed for federal bankruptcy p while it continues to operate. Company
IO Mbert Lue, Whe along with i wile; Rgina, aowanblited 9,8 t Witer'’s esnpuign, soitl ina <
banimgguly cesnt dumeition St his swemsy eanploys Waat G puspn anli svwne sndl epemtos 8 Iry-
cleaniiig stmiag valth (mwsnc ewassding $55 milise,

Lee and other company officials didn't respond to requests for 8 comment.

Two creditars, listed as hning owed more than $200,000 by the US Rry Cleaning Corp., snid they hage that
tha California baniaupty court will seek repasyment of any campaign doaations made by company
exacitives. Lad, the firm's CEQ, also donated $1,000 to Sen. John Thune, R-S.D., and $5,000 to Thune's
Heidrtiand Values Political Action Committee.

mmwumum-mwmmmwmmmgmm
donated to the Vitter campaign during the senator's 2009 Wast Coast fund-raising effort.

Sen. David Vitter, R-La

hitp://blog. nola.com/politics/print.htmi7entry=/2010/04/sen_david_vitter_cloans up wit.ht... 4/16/2010
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Sen. David Vitter cleans up with donations from dry cleaning executives Page2 of 2

Cain, who describes himself as a regular GOP donor, sald 3 Boston-based fund-raiser contacted him last
suownrer and usisad if ba wou'sd coneider halping 2 Louisiana Resublican wha wes at risk of lesing his seat to
o Semarmt. Cain suid he was ca the fance abowt giving, until Vilter persanuiky ahomed him and saked him to
atiend a Qalifornia fund-reising dinner. .

Cain donated $2,400, and attended the "Informal® dinner with "no speeches but "plenty of time" for personal
discussions with the senator. Caln said he "knew 8l about® Vitter's 2007 apology after his name appeared on
the piione fist of a Washington escurt service, but said he juages polidcians about "witat tirey db in tReir
public respensibiities, ot thr privees lives.”

“Asxd he's iman & gnad Repuisicen summtor,” Cnin ssid.

Vitter, wito this week: ropprted that hs has §5 miilion swniinble for his 2010 Senate race, Is being
challenged by U.S. Rep. Charille Melancon, a Democrat from Napoleonwille,

Bruce Aert can be resched abhniperiQtinvespicayuns.com mgzoz.m.mz.
© 2010 NOLA.com. All rights reserved.
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